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If the immediate personal relief was all that was needed,
no doubt the remedy that the girl who describes herself to be
physically weak adopted, i.e., of flinging her book at the cyclist,
was quite correct. It is an age-long remedy. And I have said
in these columns that when a person wants to become violent,
physical weakness does not come in the way of its effective use,
even against a physically powerful opponent. And we know that
in the present age there have been invented so many methods
of using physical force that even a little girl with sufficient in-
telligence can deal death and destruction. The fashion now-
adays is growing of training girls to defend themselves in
situations such as the one described by my correspondent. But
she is wise enough to know that even though she was able to
make effective use for the moment of the book she had in her
hand as a weapon of defence, it was no remedy for the growing
evil. In the cases of rude remarks, there need be no perturba-
tion but there should be no indifference. All such cases should
be published in the papers. Names of the offenders should be
published when they are traced. There should be no false
modesty about exposing the evil. There is nothing like public
opinion for castigating public misconduct. There is no doubt
that, as the correspondent says, there is great public apathy
about such matters. But it is not the public alone that are to
blame. They must have before them examples of rudeness.
Even as stealing cannot be dealt with unless cases of thieving
are published and followed up, so also is it impossible to deal
with cases of rude behaviour if they are suppressed. Crime and
vice generally require darkness for prowling. They disappear
when light plays upon them.
But I have a fear that the modern girl loves to be Juliet to
half a dozen Romeos. She loves adventure. My correspondent
seems to represent the unusual type. The modern girl dresses
not to protect herself from wind, rain and sun but to attract
attention. She improves upon nature by painting herself and
looking extraordinary. The non-violent way is not for such
girls. I have often remarked in these columns that definite rules
govern the development of the non-violent spirit m us. It is
a strenuous effort. It marks a revolution in the way of thinking
and living. If my correspondent and the girls of her way of
thinking will revolutionize their life in the prescribed manner,